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Bees in the Genus Rhodanthidium 
A Review and Identifi cation Guide

The genus Rhodanthidium is small group of pollinator bees which 
are found from the Moroccan Atlantic coast to the high mountainous 
areas of Central Asia. They include both small inconspicuous spe-
cies, large species with an appearance much like a hornet, and vi-
vid species with rich red colouration. Some of them use empty snail 
shells for nesting with a fascinating mating and nesting behaviour. 
This publication gives for the fi rst time a complete overview of the 
genus, with an identifi cation key, the fi rst in the English language. All 
species are fully illustrated in both sexes with 178 photographs and 
60 line drawings. Information is given on fl owers visited, taxonomy, 
and seasonal occurrence; distribution maps are including for all 
species. This publication summarises our knowledge of this group 
of bees and aims at stimulating further research.
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Trianthidium moreënse
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R. caturigense
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R. caturigense R. 
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Rhodanthidium caturigense R caturigense caturigense
R caturigense ducale



Rhodanthidium caturigense

ducale
jerusalemicum Axil-
lanthidium axillare’)

Rhodanthidium 
anatolicum 
Female Head:

R. c. jerusalem-
icum R. c. caturigense  R. c

ducale



Rhodanthidium caturigense jerusalemicum

Rhodanthidium caturigense . jerusalemicum

Metasoma



Rhodanthidium caturigense . jerusalemicum

Male



Rhodanthidium caturigense Anthidium ducale 

Rhodanthidium caturigense Anthidium ducale



Mesosoma

Meta-
soma

R.
caturigense

Rhodanthidium caturigense

Verbascum thapsus

Rhodanthidium

R. caturigense



Rhodanthidium caturigense
ducale jerusalemi-

cum

R. caturigense

Ononis natrix Centaurea
R. caturigense

Chrysis analis, C. emarginatula C. simplonica
R. caturigense

ducale

jerusalemicum



jerusalemicum

caturigense

Anthidium moreense jerusalemicum Anthidium exsectum

Bellanthidium exsectum 
Anthidium exsectum
Rhodanthidium exsectum

Rhodanthidium

Female Head

Mesosoma

Metasoma

Male Head



Rhodanthidium exsectum

Rhodanthidium exsectum



Rhodanthidium exsectum

Mesosoma

Legs

Metasoma



Rhodanthidium exsectum



Rhodanthidium exsectum



Rhodanthidium exsectum.

Rhodanthidium exsectum.

 Centaurea iberica.



Rhodanthidium exsectum. 

Rhodanthidium exsectum



Anthidium Glasunovi 
Anthidium glasunovi
Anthidium glasunovii 
Anthidium tridentatum [ Anthidium 3-dentatum]
Meganthidium (Asianthidium) glasunovi

Anthidium tridentata Meganthidium (Asianthidium) 
glasunovi

Anthidium glasunovi hissarense 

Rhodanthidium hissarense 

 Rhodanthidium
Rhodanthidium

Female Head

Rhodanthidium glasunovi



Rhodanthidium glasunovi

Mesosoma

Legs
Metasoma

Male Head



Rhodanthidium glasunovi

Rhodanthidium glasunovi

Mesosoma

Legs
Metasoma
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Rhodanthidium glasunovi

Rhodanthidium glasunovi.

Anthidium glasunovi hissarense’

hissarense



Rhodanthidium glasunovi

Rhodanthidium glasunovi



Anthidium infuscatum 

Anthidium bellicosum 
Anthidium bellicosum , 
Stelis nemorosa

Bellanthidium infuscatum
Rhodanthidium (Rhodanthidium) infuscatum bellicosum

R. infuscatum

Female Head:

R. exsectum
Mesosoma

Legs
Metasoma

Rhodanthidium infuscatum



Rhodanthidium infuscatum. 

Male Head

Mesosoma

Metasoma



Rhodanthidium infuscatum

Rhodanthidium (Rhodanthidium), R. infuscatum
Bellanthidium

 Anthidium infuscatum Anthidium 
bellicosum

bellicosum
infuscatum

bellicosum
infuscatum

bellicosum

Bellicosum



Rhodanthidium infuscatum

Rhodanthidium infuscatum. 



Rhodanthidium infuscatum.

Rhodanthidium infuscatum. 



Rhodanthidium infuscatum

Rhodanthidium infuscatum

Anthidium Ordoñezi
Anthidium sticticum Amismiziana
Rhodanthidium sticticum ordonezi Rhodanthidium

Anthidium sticticum ordonezi

Rhodanthidium (Rhodanthidium) sticticum

Rhodanthidium ordonezi



Rhodanthidium ordonezi

Rhodanthidium ordonezi

Rhodanthidium ordonezi R. sticticum

T. 
sticticum R. ordonezi

R. sticticum R. ordonezi



Rhodanthidium ordonezi

Rhodanthidium ordonezi R. septemdentatum
R. sep-

temdentatum
R. ordonezi R. septemdentatum 

R. ordonezi

R. ordonezi R. septemdentatum

R. ordonezi
R. septemdentatum

R. ordonezi
Female Head

Mesosoma
Metaso-

ma

Male Head



Rhodanthidium ordonezi

Rhodanthidium ordonezi

Mesosoma



Rhodanthidium ordonezi

Metasoma

Lavandula stoechas

of R. ordonezi R. sticticum

R. sticticum

Anthidium rufocinctum
Anthidium septemdentatum rufocinctum 

Rhodanthidium (Rhodanthidium) septemdentatum 

Rhodanthidium Rhodanthidium
Rhodanthidium rufocinctum Fauna Europaea

Rhodanthidium septemdentatum.



Rhodanthidium rufocinctum

Rhodanthidium rufocinctum



Rhodanthidium rufocinctum R. septemdentatum
R. rufocinctum

Rhodanthidium rufocinctum R. septemdentatum

R. septemdentatum
R. rufocinctum R. septemdentatum

R. rufocinctum
R. septem-

dentatum 
R. septemdentatum

R. septemdentatum

R. rufocinctum
R. 

rufocinctum

R. rufocinctum

Rhodanthidium rufocinctum



Rhodanthidium rufocinctum

Rhodanthidium rufocinctum

R.
rufocinctum

R. septemdentatum



Rhodanthidium rufocinctum

Anthidium septemdentatum 
Megachile florentina

Anthidium rufiventre 

Anthidium quadridentatum 
Anthidium fuscipenne 
Anthidium binominatum A. 

rvfiventre
Anthidium quadridentatum 

Anthidium sexlineatum 
Anthidium nigrosetosum 

Anthidium septemdentatum faciale
Rhodanthidium septemdentatum
Rhodanthidium (Rhodanthidium) septemdentatum faciale

Rhodanthidium septemdentatum

faciale



Rhodanthidium septemdentatum

ru-
focinctum

R. septemdentatum
Female Head

Mesosoma

Legs
Metasoma



Rhodanthidium septemdentatum

Male

Mesosoma Metasoma



Rhodanthidium septemdentatum

Rhodanthidium septemdentatum



Rhodanthidium septemdentatum. 

R. septemdentatum

R. septemdentatum

Vitex agnus castus
Centaurea solstitialis 

Phlomis chrysophylla
Calycotome Lavandula stoechas

Cirsium syriacum Marrubium
Stachys italica Teucrium divaricatum Ballota integrifolia, B. undu-

lata Echium sericeum Onosma fruticosum Centaurea solstitialis
Lathyrus Sempervivum tectorum

Clinopodium suaveolens
Origanum onites

Salvia viridis
Lotus corniculatus Anchusa officinalis Centaurea paniculata. 

Cistus albidus

Pinus halepensis



Rhodanthidium septemdentatum



Rhodanthidium septemdentatum faciale

Rhodanthidium septemdentatum

Cepaea Eobania vermiculata (= Helix ver-
miculata) Levantina bellardi L. cypria, Theba pisana (= Helix pisana) Cornu
aspersum Helix aspersa)



Rhodanthidium septemdentatum

R. septemdentatum

Rhodanthidium septemdentatum

R. septemdentatum
Anthidium Vitex agnus-castus

Anthidium florentinum

Stelis ruficornis R. sep-
temdentatum

Chrysura reful-
gens R. septemdentatum

Rhodanthidium septemdentatum



Rhodanthidium septemdentatum

R. sticticum

 R. rufocinctum

Anthidium quadridentatum
R. septemdentatum



R. 
septemdentatum

R. ordonezi

Rhodanthidium septemdentatum R. rufocinctum

Anthidium siculum 
Anthidium fontanesii 
Anthidium andrei 
Anthidium Rhodanthidium siculum
Rhodanthidium (Rhodanthidium) siculum 

Rhodanthidium
R. sticticum
R. sticticum



Rhodanthidium siculum.

Rhodanthidium siculum



Rhodanthidium siculum

R. sticticum
R. sticticum
R. sticticum

Female Head

Mesosoma

Legs
Metasoma



Rhodanthidium siculum

Male

Mesosma Metosoma

Theba 
pisana



Rhodanthidium siculum

Galactites tomentosus, Centaurea sphaerocephala, 
Glebionis coronaria Lotus creticus

Centaurea 
sphaerocephala, Galactites tomentosus Lotus creticus
Borago officinalis Lathyrus clymenum Medicago marina Orobanche litorea Prasi-
um majus Borago Lathyrus



Rhodanthidium siculum

Medicago Orobanche Lotus
Centaurea

Centaurea sphaerocephala Galactites tomentosus Lotus
creticus

Glebionis coronata

R. siculum Glebionis



 
Rhodanthidium siculum

Rhodanthidium siculum

R. siculum
Heydsarium coronarium Malva sylvestris Rosmarinus 
officinalis Sinapis arvensis



Rhodanthidium siculum

Rhodanthidium siculum

R. siculum



Rhodanthidium siculum

Rhodanthidium siculum



 Rhodanthidium siculum

Apis stictica
Anthidium sticticum 
Trachusa stictica Trachusa
Dianthidium sticticum Di-

anthidium
Rhodanthidium sticticum Rhodanthidi-

um
Rhodanthidium sticticum Rhodanthidium

Anthidium sticticum
Rhodanthidium (Rhodanthidium) sticticum

Rhodanthidium R. sicu-
lum

R. siculum
R. siculum

Rhodanthidium ordonezi R. sticticum



Rhodanthidium sticticum



Rhodanthidium sticticum

R. sticticum R. ordonezi
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Max Kasparek

Bees in the Genus Rhodanthidium 
A Review and Identifi cation Guide

The genus Rhodanthidium is small group of pollinator bees which 
are found from the Moroccan Atlantic coast to the high mountainous 
areas of Central Asia. They include both small inconspicuous spe-
cies, large species with an appearance much like a hornet, and vi-
vid species with rich red colouration. Some of them use empty snail 
shells for nesting with a fascinating mating and nesting behaviour. 
This publication gives for the fi rst time a complete overview of the 
genus, with an identifi cation key, the fi rst in the English language. All 
species are fully illustrated in both sexes with 178 photographs and 
60 line drawings. Information is given on fl owers visited, taxonomy, 
and seasonal occurrence; distribution maps are including for all 
species. This publication summarises our knowledge of this group 
of bees and aims at stimulating further research.
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